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MICHAEL HILLEGAS. 

FIRST TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES. 
BY WILLIAM HENRY EGLE, M.D. 

Michael HiUegas, son of Michael and Margaret Hillegas, 
natives of Germany, 1 was born 22d April, 1728 (O. S.), in the 
city of Philadelphia. He received a good education, and 
became a prominent merchant and refiner of sugars, and 
interested in the manufacture of iron, in the State. Early 
in life he appears to have been active in political affairs. In 
1762 he was appointed one of the commissioners to select 
a site and erect a fort (Mifflin) for the protection of the city 
against foreign foes, and the year following was elected to 
the Provincial Assembly, and continued therein until 1775. 
In 1774 he was on the Committee of Observation for Phila- 
delphia, and in 1775 a member of the Pennsylvania Com- 
mittee of Safety, serving until the year following. He was 
chosen by Congress Treasurer of the United States, and also 
served as Treasurer of the Committee of Safety, holding 
the former office until 1789. This trust was one of great 
responsibility, and his faithful services to his country through 
those long years of Revolutionary struggle command the 
admiration of every true American. Possessed of ample 
means, his devotion to his country stamps him as a pure 
patriot. 

On the 2d April, 1781, the General Assembly of Pennsyl- 
vania resolved "That Michael Hillegas be requested and 
empowered to revise, compare, correct, and publish in one 
volume the resolves of the Committee of the late Province 
of Pennsylvania with their instructions to their Representa- 

1 Michael Hillegas d. 30 October, 1749, aged fifty-three years, and his 
widow, Margaret, d. 20th July, 1770, aged sixty-five years. 
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tives in Assembly held at Philadelphia 15 July 1774 ; the 
proceedings of the Convention for the Province of Penn- 
sylvania held at Philadelphia 23 January 1775; the pro- 
ceedings of the Provincial Conference of Committees held 
at Carpenters' Hall in the city of Philadelphia 18 June 
1776 ; the Declaration of Independence by the United States, 
made 4 July 1776 ; the Minutes of the proceedings of the 
Convention of the State Pennsylvania, held at Philadelphia 
15 July 1776, with the Constitution ; the Minutes of the 
Assemblies of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to the 
end of the present year; and the Articles of Confedera- 
tion of the United States of America." This volume, in 
folio, was published in 1782. To the Governor of New 
Hampshire he addressed the following letter on the same 
subject : 

" Philadelphia, August 20, 1781. 

" Sir, — The importance of preserving the history of the 
present revolution, and transmitting authentic records to 
posterity is evident, and ought doubtless to be attended to, 
while we have the means of doing it in our power. Sensi- 
ble of this, the assembly of this state have lately ordered 
that all the proceedings of the public bodies (committees and 
conventions,) from the commencement of the present con- 
test, until the organization of government amongst us be 
collected and published ; whereby the different steps taken 
to secure our liberty and establish our independence will be 
clearly seen, and the chain of our history completed. It 
was with difficulty some of the minutes of Committees could 
be collected, notwithstanding their transactions were of so 
recent a date, which I apprehend evinces the necessity of 
attending to this matter immediately, as the loss of any such 
papers must occasion a chasm in the history. 

" I beg leave therefore to suggest to your Excellency the 
propriety of each legislature in the Union adopting measures 
similar to those taken by this state for the above purpose ; 
and should your Excellency view the matter in the same 
light that I do, I have no doubt of its being communicated, 
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and warmly recommended to the House of Representatives 
of your state. 

" I have the honor to be your Excellency's most 

" Obedient and very humble Servant, 
" M. Hillegas." 

Mr. Hillegas was one of the original subscribers, in 1780, 
to the Bank of Pennsylvania, organized chiefly for the re- 
lief of the government, his subscription being four thousand 
pounds. In 1792, he was one of the aldermen of the city, 
and was appointed an associate justice of the Mayor's Court. 
He was appointed, in conjunction with Tench Francis, by 
the Supreme Executive Council, 23d April, 1784, commis- 
sioner to divide and sell the ground upon which the Barracks 
in Philadelphia (Northern Liberties) were built. He was 
also a member of the American Philosophical Society. 

Mr. Hillegas died at Philadelphia 29th September, 1804, 
and his remains rest beside his wife in Christ Church grave- 
yard. 

Michael Hillegas married, 10th May, 1753, Henrietta 
Boude, daughter of Samuel and Deborah Boude, of Phila- 
delphia, who was born 17th January, 173J, and died 25th 
January, 1792. Their children were Samuel, Michael (b. 
30th January, 1756, d. 2d August, 1757), William (d. 11th 
October, 1759), Margaret (b. 21st September, 1760, m. Wil- 
liam Nichols), Deborah (d. 4th February, 1770), Henrietta (m. 
Joseph Anthony), Susanna (d. 27th October, 1769), Henry 
(d. 26th September, 1798), Deborah (m. Henry Kuhl), Mary 
Ami (d. 19th February, 1817). Margaret Hillegas Nichols 
was the grandmother of Mrs. Emma St. Clair "Whitney, of 
Pottsville, Penna. 

Here it may be proper to state that in February of 1781 
General Washington addressed a letter to Mrs. Esther Reed, 
Mrs. Henrietta Hillegas, Mrs. Bache, and others, who had 
collected clothing, etc., for the soldiers, in which he said, 
" The Army ought not to regret their sacrifices or sufferings, 
when they meet with so flattering a reward as the sympathy 
of your sex, nor can they fear that their interests will be 
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neglected, while espoused by advocates as powerful as they 
are amiable." 1 The only personal notice of Mr. Hillegas 
we are aware of will be found in the Diary of John Adams. 
In September of 1775, Congress and the Assembly of Penn- 
sylvania inspected the row galleys which had been built for 
the protection of the Delaware. With Mr. Adams on the 
" Bull Dog" was Mr. Hillegas : " Hillegas is one of our 
Continental Treasurers ; is a great musician, talks perpetu- 
ally of the forte and piano, of Handel, and songs and tunes. 
He plays upon the fiddle." 

Scattered through the Provincial Records and Pennsyl- 
vania Archives are numerous references to this man of mark 
in the dark days of the Revolutionary "War. 

1 Original letter, Collection Hist. Soc. Penna. 



